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The Woman Citizen
The Campaign in Maine
By Florence L. Nye
ARTHUR
G. STAPLES, managing editor
of the Lewiston Journal, is one of the
strongest advocates for woman's suffrage in
Maine, and, by the w,ay, was converted by an
address which he heard Dr. Anna Howard
Shaw give before the Maine legislature several
years ago. 1
In a recent talk before a representative gath
ering in Auburn, speaking of the present suf
frage situation in Maine, Mr. Staples said that
this is the crisis of democracy. From a world
seething with war, from trenches where men
stand knee-deep in blood and mire, and from
recking hospitals, where women watch and
wait by day and night, there comes the might
iest call of all the ages for a new expression of
democracy, which has no regard for sex, but
which is based upon equality of service, equal
ity of sacrifice, equality of danger and equality
of destiny.
" It seems, therefore," he went on to say,
"
very strange to most men that in this hour
particularly, with this nation of ours but a
single month advanced into this war of the
world, any true woman should hesitate to enter
heart and soul into this campaign in Maine
for a representation at the ballot box equal at
least to that which we have in war.
"The nation gives women the right to work;
to sew, to knit, to plant and to till the soil.
It gives them the right to sacrifice. It gives
them the right to rear and educate sons whom
they are privileged to send to the. war with a
farewell kiss, their prayer, and their blessing.
It gives them the right to submit equally with
men to this enormous new burden of taxation.
It gives them the right to give up their lives
in hospitals and in the fever camps. In fact,
it gives them every right and privilege except
the right to declare by their vote whether or
not this nation shall enter upon the war of
which they are so vitally and essentially a
factor.
"
Not that I assume that even by their
stronger sentiment for peace they would be less
patriotic than men, but in this hour when we
are battling for final victory of a government
of the people, by the people and for the people
as against a government of the Kaiser, by the
Kaiser and for the Kaiser,, it does seem to me
that no such step should be taken without the
consent and approval of the 10.000,000 persons
of voting age, who are qualified by intelligence
and by sentiment and by deep community inter
est, to cast a vote in the interest of humanity
and good government. Such a condition seems
to me to be monstrous, inhuman, irrational and
inconceivably unjust."
The Portland Argus commenting editorially
upon the situation says,
"
Maine's suffrage cam
paign this summer from all appearances will be
fairly lively despite the serious military busi
ness the nation has on hand. Public sentiment
on the issue may be divided into three classes
— in favor, opposed, indifferent —and of the two
from which the vote will come in September
the first is obviously the greater."
The Maine suffrage campaign is already
lively. Three National organizers, Miss L. Lola
Walker of Pittsburg, Pa.; Mrs. Albert Mc-
Mahon of Virginia, and Miss Eudora Ramsey
of South Carolina, are at work in the State,
and a fourth, Miss Trax, will be in the field
within a few weeks.
Besides these National representatives, Mrs.
Katharine H. Millard, representing the Massa
chusetts Suffrage Association, and Mrs. Mary
Grace Canfield, for the Vermont Suffrage As
sociation, are doing effective work and no one
is working harder
"
days and nights and Sun
days
" for the bringing about of the ballot to
women in Maine than that remarkable leader
and orator, Mrs. Deborah Knox Livingston- of
Bangor, chairman of the State Campaign Com
mittee.
Within the past month Mrs. Livingston has
been in every county in the State and has
not only addressed large audiences and, thereby,
won many converts, but has been able to feel
the pulse of the people over the entire State, and
she feels remarkably encouraged as to the situ
ation.
Very nearly one hundred local campaign com
mittees have been organized and all these are
at work arranging meetings, distributing litera
ture, placing posters, and otherwise pushing
forward the cause of suffrage.
The Maine Methodists, the Maine Universal-
ists, and the Maine Federation of Labor at
recent annual meetings have endorsed the bal
lot for women.
And the women of Maine, who desire to
secure the ballot on September 10, are receiving
the staunch support of many influential men
of the State. Hon. Robert Treat Whitehouse
of Portland, son of former Chief Justice Wil
liam Penn Whitehouse, is chairman of the
Men's Equal Suffrage League of the State, and
the vice-presidents are C. S. Stetson, a former
master of the Maine State Grange; Hon. Wil
liam R. Pattangall, a leading Democrat, and
former Attorney-General ; Congressman Ira G.
Hersey, a Republican. Leonard A. Pierce of
Houlton, Hiram W. Ricker of Poland Spring,
Hon. John A. Peters of Ellsworth, Alton C.
Wheeler of South Paris, Hon. Obadiah Gardner
of Rockland, and Senator Bert M. Fernald of
Poland are also prominently identified with the
movement.
Our Own Suffrage Garden
" I am so proud and so pleased with the new
periodical that I want to see it in the hands of
every person who can in any way be reached.
Please accept my congratulations on the first
issue
"
is the comment of Miss Lillian L.
Huffcut.
* * *
" Received the Woman Citizen with open
arms," writes Mrs. Fred Patterson, of Sioux
City, Iowa. " Will love it for the sake of its
dear, never-to-be-forgotten pioneer forbear, the
Woman's Journal. Thanks for the promise
that we shall still have our A. S. B. We know
that with this paper you will help win suffrage
for Iowa and the U. S. A."
" I must tell you how perfectly charmed I
am with the Woman Citizen," says Miss Ellen
Robinson, of Strasburg, Virginia. " Instead of
losing a friend in giving up the beloved
Journal, I have gained two, in ' A. S. B.' and
'
Rose Young.' Please don't let me miss a
single copy ! "
* • *
Mrs. Emma F. Fish, of East Orange, says,
"
Please let me compliment you on the rein
carnation of the H oman's Journal. It's all
right in every way. When you changed it the
last time I told you it was not attractive and
so I guess it proved. As I was on the negative
side last time, I felt you must have much praise
this time."
* * *
Mrs. F. P. Bagley, of Boston, writes: "A
thousand congratulations on the Woman Citi
zen. I have seen dozens of Massachusetts
suffragists today and they unite in their praise
and pleasure in its dignified and inviting ap
pearance."
* » *
" I have just received first copy and am de
lighted with it and hope I shall be able to send
in a number of new subscribers," comes from
Mrs. W. C. Cathcart, of Columbia, South
Carolina.
* * *
" The first issue of the Woman Citizen, the
new suffrage weekly, which is an amalgamation
of the Woman's Journal, the Woman I'otcr and
the National Suffrage News, appeared last
Saturday. It is a live, wide-awake, interesting
magazine, containing much suffrage news, as
well as instructive articles, and must be re
garded as a welcome addition to suffrage litera
ture. It is gotten out by the Leslie Woman
Suffrage commission, under the editorship of
Rose Young and Alice Stone Blackwell, a num-
,ber of well-known suffrage writers contributing.
The first issue, which achieved the almost un
precedented record of being sold out on the
day of its appearance, is a credit to its editors."
Thus the friendly comment of the New York
Call in its issue of June 4.
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